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Lithuania,  Estonia,  Latvia  gain 
right  to  issue  their  own  currency 

Supreme  Soviet  approves  economic  autonomy 


LATVIA,  LITHUANIA  and  Estonia  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  have  been  granted  the 
right  to  issue  their  own  currency.  Examples  shown  are  of  early  20th  century  inde- 
pendent coinage  of  Latvia,  left,  and  Lithuania,  right. 


By  Richard  Giedroyc 

COIN  WORLD  International  Editor 

The  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  of  Latvia, 
Estonia  and  Lithuania  now  have  the  right  to 
issue  their  own  currency  as  the  result  of  a 
Nov.  27  vote  of  the  Supreme  Soviet  in  Mos- 
cow. 

The  move  followed  four  months  of  prepa- 
rations planned  to  allow  the  three  Soviet  re- 
publics economic  autonomy  rather  than  an 
economy  centrally  controlled  by  the  Soviet 
Union  as  in  the  past.  The  autonomy  is  to 
take  place  beginning  Jan.  1.  In  addition  to 
the  right  to  issue  their  own  currencies,  each 
of  the  three  Soviet  republics  will  be  allowed 
to  take  a share  of  profits  from  centrally  con- 
trolled factories. 

“This  is  just  the  beginning,”  said  Boris 
Malakhov,  first  secretary  of  the  press  sec- 
tion of  the  Soviet  Embassy  in  Washington, 
D.C. 

Malakhov  told  Coin  World  the  key  idea  is 
to  provide  each  of  the  republics  with  eco- 
nomic self-reliance  and  economic  inde- 
pedence  on  an  experimental  basis  which 
will  be  expanded  at  a later  date  to  include 
other  Soviet  republics. 

According  to  Malakhov,  the  legislation  ap- 
proved does  not  address  whether  the  cur- 
rency allowed  to  be  produced  would  be  in 
the  form  of  a local  currency  which  would 
circulate  and  have  to  be  convertible  against 
the  Soviet  ruble,  or  if  it  would  be  merely  an 
international  currency  meant  only  for  for- 
eign trade.  He  said  such  decisions  will  have 
to  be  made  through  further  legislation  to  be 
passed  on  the  local  level,  not  by  the  Su- 
preme Soviet  or  the  All  Union  Parliament. 

“It  was  heatedly  discussed,”  he  said.  "It 
was  normal  legislative  process.  It  is  a mea- 
sure which  will  be  very  important  to  our  fu- 
ture." 

Lithuanian  Communist  Party  leader  Algir- 
das  Brazauskas  is  quoted  in  an  Associated 


Press  story  as  saying:  “It’s  a very  big  step 
forward.” 

the  same  AP  story  quotes  Soviet  Union 
President  Mikhail  Gorbachev,  who  presided 
at  the  debate,  as  saying:  “We  need  such  a 
law  to  move  us  forward  on  the  road  to  eco- 
nomic reform.” 

The  vote  for  the  economic  independence 
measures  was  296-67  with  37  deputies  ab- 
staining from  voting. 

According  to  the  new  law,  natural  re- 
sources in  the  Soviet  Baltic  republics  are  to 
be  used  “in  the  interests  of  the  republics 
and  the  union.” 

According  to  the  AP  story,  the  currency 
legislation  was  considered  because  of  the 
plunging  value  of  the  ruble  on  the  world 
market. 

Latvia,  Lithuania  and  Estonia  have  been 
under  Soviet  control  since  1940,  with  Soviet 
currency  being  used  in  each  since  that  time. 
As  independent  nations  in  the  early  part  of 


the  20th  century,  each  issued  its  own  inde- 
pendent coinage. 

Latvian  currency 

Latvia  was  independent  from  1918  until 
annexed  during  the  early  part  of  World  War 
II  by  the  Soviet  Union.  As  an  independent 
nation  it  used  a monetary  system  of  100  san- 
timu  equal  to  1 lats. 

Coinage  was  produced  between  1922  and 
1939.  This  consisted  of  bronze  1-,  2-  and  5- 
santimi;  nickel  10-,  20-  and  50-  santimu;  and 
.835  fine  silver  1-,  2-  and  5-lati  coins.  In  addi- 
tion, circulating  paper  money  was  issued  by 
the  Latvian  government  and  by  the  Workers 
Deputies’  Soviet.  These  were  produced  be- 
tween 1919  and  1940. 

The  monetary  system  used  for  these  notes 
was  100  kapeikas  equal  to  1 rublis  and  100 
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santimu  equal  to  1 lats.  This  included  provi- 
sional and  regular  issues  in  addition  to  pos- 
sible overprinted  partisan  notes  which  have 
been  questioned  as  modern  contrivences. 

Modern  Lithuania  declared  its  indepen- 
dent Feb.  16,  1918.  although  it  was  not  rec- 
ognized with  this  status  until  1920  by  the  So- 
viet Union  or  neighboring  Poland.  It  was  an- 
nexed to  the  Soviet  Union  Aug.  3,  19-10,  also 
as  part  of  the  military  actions  of  World  War 
II. 

During  its  period  of  modern  indepen- 
dence. Lithuania  used  a monetary  system  of 
100  centu  equal  to  one  litas.  Coinage  consist- 
ed of  aluminum-bronze  1 (1925  issue),  10,  20 
and  50  centas;  bronze  1 (1936  issue),  2 and  5 
centas,  and  .500  fine  silver  1,  2 and  5 litas. 
Commemorative  5-  and  10-litas  coins  of 
1936-38  are  comprised  of  .750  fine  silver. 
The  coinage  was  produced  between  1925 
and  1938. 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  issued  paper  mon- 
ey in  three  issues  in  addition  to  commemo- 
rative paper  money  between  1922  and  1938. 

Estonia  declared  its  modern  indepen- 
dence Feb.  24,  1918,  but  did  not  sign  a peace 
treaty  with  the  Soviet  Union  until  two  years 
later.  The  independent  monetary  unit  was 
100  marka  equal  to  one  kroon  until  1929, 
with  a monetary  reform  making  100  senti 
equal  to  1 kroon. 

Coinage  was  produced  between  1922  and 
1939,  with  Soviet  troops  occupying  the  coun- 
try beginning  in  1940.  Coinage  denomina- 
tions used  were  1,  3,  5 and  10  marka;  1,  2,  5, 
10,  20,  25  and  50  senti  and  1 and  2 krooni. 
Minor  denominations  were  made  of  copper- 
nickel,  nickel-bronze,  aluminum-bronze  or 
pure  bronze,  while  1-  and  2-krooni  denomi- 
nation coins  were  produced  of  .500  fine  sil- 
ver. 

Paper  money  of  Estonia  included  5 per- 
cent interest  bearing  Republic  Fidelity 
notes.  Republic  Treasury  notes,  Estonian 
notes,  Treasury  notes  and  Bank  of  Estonia 
issues  between  1919  and  1940. 

Medieval  coinage  was  produced  for  these 
states  during  other  periods  of  independence 
or  control  by  organizations  including  the 
Teutonic  Knight  semi-religious  order. 


At  right:  Some 
Lithuanian  Coins 
and  Banknotes. 


EDITORIAL 

By  Frank  Passic 
Editor,  The  Knight 

I still  don't  believe  it.  I never  dreamed  I would  ever  be 
printing  an  article  such  as  this  here  in  The  Knight  in  all  the 
12  years  we've  had  the  L.N.A.  But  with  the  rapidly  changing 
developments  in  Eastern  Europe,  we  have  seen  that  just  about 
anything  is  possible. 

We  intend  to  keep  our  members  informed  as  to  the  very 
latest  numismatic-related  developments  regarding  the  Baltic 
States  as  the  weeks  and  months  move  on.  We  appreciate  our 
members  and  friends  sending  us  the  very  latest  information 
from  Lithuania  as  they  receive  it.  LNA  member  Richard 
Giedroyc's  article  in  Coin  World  was  a positive  boost  to  our 
collecting  specialty,  and  we  have  very  much  appreciated  the 
support  that  Coin  World  has  given  the  LNA  since  the  beginning. 

What  this  all  means  is  the  very  exciting  possibility  of 
"new  life"  to  our  already  interesting  hobby.  Can  you  imagine 
collecting  new  1990  dated  Lithuanian  coins  and  banknotes? 
No  matter  what  they  say  on  them,  the  monetary  unit  (the 
Litas  or  a new  unit),  or  the  issuing  authority,  these  will 
definitely  be  Lithuanian  numismatic  items,  and  ones  which 
many  LNA  members  will  be  collecting. 

We  will  keep  you  informed  as  you  keep  us  informed. 
We  are  all  holding  our  breath  now  to  see  if  there  will  act- 
ually be  REAL  LITHUANIAN  MONEY  again,  and  who  knows, 
the  Lithuanians  may  actually  be  able  to  pull  this  one  off! 
It  all  depends. ..on  alot.  Politics.  Economics.  Leadership.  But 
the  fact  that  there  is  even  a "hint"  at  restoring  Lithuanian 
currency  is  big,  big,  news — and  extra  big  news  for  us,  the 
members  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association. 

The  year  1990  looks  like  it  will  be  a very  interesting 
one  in  the  field  of  Baltic  region  numismatics.  Stay  tuned. 
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LOCAL  RATION  COUPONS  ISSUED  FOR  BALTIC  STATES;  ESTONIA  CONTEMPLATES  CURRENCY. 


AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  LITHUANIAN 
SCOUT  ASSOCIATION  MEDALS 


By  Vincent  V.  Alones  and  Henry  L.  Gaidis 
(Continued  from  last  issue...) 

The  four  indicated  LSS  decorations  were  out- 
lawed by  the  Soviet  military  authorities  upon  the 
June  15,  1940  occupation  of  Lithuania.  Wearing  or 
public  display  of  these  previously  honored  decora- 
tions would  result  in  immediate  arrest.  As  a result 
LSS  decorations  awarded  in  Lithuania  are  very 
seldom  encountered  on  the  collector's  market. 


Left:  Lith- 
uanian Sea 
Scouts  35th 
Anniversary 
medal,  1957. 


LITHUANIAN  SCOUTS  ASSOCIATION  IN  EXILE 
DECORATIONS 

With  the  Soviet  military  occupation  of  Lith- 
uania, thousands  of  Lithuanians  fled  to  the  west. 
The  end  of  World  War  II  found  these  refugees  resi- 
ding in  Displaced  Persons  (DP)  camps  establish- 
ed by  the  United  Nations  across  Germany.  Former 
Scouts  and  Scout  leaders  re-established  the  Lith- 
uanian Scouts  Association  outlawed  in  their  home- 
land as  a way  to  maintain  their  patriotism  and  the 
goals  of  the  international  scout  movement.  There- 
after the  Lithuanian  Scout  movement  spread  to  the 
United  States,  Canada,  Great  Britain,  Australia, 
and  South  America  as  the  refugees  were  re- 

settled in  the  post-war  period.  The  Lithuanian  Sco- 
ut movement  still  maintains  their  uniforms,  insignia, 
decorations,  and  ideals  established  in  Lithuania. 

Continued  next  page... 


By  Paul  M.  Green 


The  following  article  appeared  in  the  November  1989  issue 
of  the  Bank  Note  Reporter  (BNR),  and  was  entitled,  "Gordon 
Says  Ration  Coupons  Paint  Grim  Soviet  Picture."  Found  on  pp. 
42-43,  the  article  deals  with  the  ration  coupons  being  used 
in  Latvia.  If  anyone  has  any  of  these  ration  coupons,  part- 
icularly from  Lithuania,  we  would  appreciate  a photocopy  so  we 
could  illustrate  them  here  in  The  Knight. 


Paper  can  reflect  a nation. 
When  goods  are  in  short  supply, 
often  that  paper  takes  the  form 
of  ration  coupons.  That  is  cur- 
rently the  situation  in  the  Soviet 
Union. 

While  the  Soviet  economy  is 
known  to  be  in  trouble,  the 
depths  of  its  problems  may  be 
understated  as  Lee  Gordon 
found  out  while  on  a vacation 
recently.  Gordon,  returned  to 
his  homeland  to  see  friends. 
What  he  saw  were  friends  and  an 
economic  situation  in  serious 
trouble  as  evidenced  by  the  cou- 
pons he  brought  back  to  the 
United  States. 

BNR:  Can  you  tell  us  about 
the  coupons  you  acquired  in  the 
Soviet  Union  recently? 

Gordon:  Yes,  I came  back 
recently  from  Russia.  The  eco- 
nomic situation  there  is  terrible 
and  there  are  ration  coupons  for 
soap,  milk  and  all  kinds  of 
things.  I ma#aged  to  smuggle 
some  from  there. 

BNR:  Can  you  give  us  some 
idea  how  it  works? 

Gordon:  The  designs  are 
actually  the  same.  Only. the 
wording  is  different.  It  says  that 
the  coupon  is  for  one  bottle  of 
milk,  a bar  of  soap  or  something 
like  that.  They  are  not  fancy,  no 
watermark,  no  fancy  designs, 
just  wording  and  the  serial  num- 
bers. 

BNR:  So  there  is  no  visible 
difference. 

Gordon:  Right,  they  all  look 
the  same. 

BNR:  Are  they  widespread  in 
their  use? 

Gordon:  The  ones  I got  were 
from  Riga,  the  capital  of  Latvia. 

BNR:  Are  they  used  else- 
where? 


Gordon:  As  far  as  I know,  they 
are  for  Riga  and  used  only  there. 

BNR:  Why  just  there? 

Gordon:  Because  the  situation 
there  is  very',  very'  bad.  You  can- 
not buy  those  things  in  the  store 
without  the  coupons,  so  you 
must  have  the  coupons  and  the 
money.  My  feeling  is  that  the  sit- 
uation is  the  same  in  other  pans 
of  Russia,  but  they  use  different 
coupons.  They  use  coupons 
issued  locally. 

BNR:  So  there  may  be  many 
other  coupons  in  use? 

Gordon:  Yes,  exactly,  because 
I have  one  from  a different  city 
in  Latvia. 

BNR:  And  that  one  is  differ- 
ent1? 

Gordon:  Yes,  it’s  a little  bit 
bigger  with  a different  design. 

BNR:  Did  you  happen  to  see 
any  others  in  your  travels? 

Gordon:  I was  in  Riga  for  two 
weeks  and  Moscow  for  one,  but 
there  I honestly  don’t  have  any 
connections.  I didn’t  go  to  stores 
there.  I ate  only  in  restaurants.  I 
didn’t  have  any  connection  for 
coupons  there,  but  I’m  sure  that 
they  have  them,  too.  The  stores 
are  pretty  empty  everywhere. 

BNR:  So  we’re  looking  at  the 
possibility  of  many  different 
coupons  currently  in  circulation 
and  use  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Gordon:  As  far  as  I know,  you 
can  only  buy  the  bare  necessities 
if  you  have  the  coupons.  You 
need  them  for  milk,  sugar,  soap 
and  washing  detergent. 

BNR:  And  we’re  talking  loca- 
lized coupons,  potentially  differ- 
ent in  every'  city. 

(Continued  on  page  8...) 


*•  SCOUT  ASSOCIATION  MEDALS 

(Continued  from  page  1...) 

During  the  1947-48  period  the  Lithuanian  Scout 
decorations  were  reviewed,  modified,  and  new  decorations 
created  to  commemorate  the  30th  Jubilee  of  the  Lith- 
uaninan  Scouts  Associaton.  The  Iron  Wolf  Order,  the  Or- 
der of  the  Lily,  and  the  Order  of  Merit,  were  retained 
without  change.  Due  to  the  despised  swastika  insignia 
on  the  Order  of  Gratitude,  it  was  modified  with  the 
adoption  of  a new  badge  design.  The  traditional  require- 
ments for  awarding  the  decoration  and  its  ribbon  were 
retained  without  change.  The  despised  swastika  badge 
design  was  modified  by  replacing  the  insignia  with  a 
four  "V"  shaped  white  enamel  cross  arms.  The  new  cross 
retains  the  traditional  Scout  Fleur-de-Lys  with  double 
barred  Lithuanian  cross  inside  its  center  circle.  A 
small  Columns  of  Gediminas  insignia  was  added  to  the 
cross  as  part  of  the  ribbon  bar  connecting  device. 


Left: 

ORDER 

of 

MERIT, 
Post-war 
type  rib- 
bon, 

Support- 
ers type. 


In  celebration  of  the  30th  Jubilee,  the  LSS  est- 
ablished four  new  decorations  under  the  continued  author- 
ity given  to  the  organization  by  the  Republic  of  Lith- 
uania. The  new  LSS  established  decorations  were  the 
Gyvybes  Gelbejimo  Kryzius  (Life  Saving  Cross),  the 
levynew  Sunaus-Dukros  Zymuo  (Native  Son-Daughter  Medal), 
the  Veliavos  Zymuo  (Flag  Medal),  and  the  Pazangumo  Zy- 
muo ^Achievement  Medal).  With  the  establishment  of  these 
four  new  decorations  the  LSS  decorations  were  brought 
into  line  with  similar  decorations  awarded  by  the  world 
wide  Scounting  movement. 

New  molds  were  cast  from  original  decorations  of  the  Iron 
Wolf  Order,  the  Order  of  the  Lily,  and  the  Order  of  Me- 
rit, obtained  from  recipients  who  carried  them  into 
exile.  It  is  known  that  the  Iron  Wolf  Order  was  made 


from  the  decoration  awarded  to  Major  Vsevolodas  Senber- 
gas  a former  Lithuanian  Air  Force  officer  and  life  long 
Scout  leader.  The  four  new  decorations  were  designed  by 
Scout  leader  Kazimieras  Zilinskas  who  adopted  traditional 
national  designs  and  colors  to  his  creations.  The  1948 
Lithuanian  Scouts  Association  decorations  were  assem- 
bled from  parts  manufactured  in  West  Germany  under  the 
supervision  of  Senior  Scout  leader  Pranas  Pakalniskis. 
To  replenish  the  dwindling  amounts  of  some  of  the  de- 
corations parts  are  now  being  manufactured  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  under  the  guidance  of  Scout  leader 
Ceslovas  Kiliulis.  These  LSS  decorations  continue  to  be 
awarded  to  this  day  and  the  awards  are  still  being 
assembled  by  Pakalniskis  with  assistance  of  Scout  leaders 
KestasPazemenas  and  Audra  Pakalniskis-Reivydas. 

With  the  establishment  of  the  four  new  LSS  awards 
a re-organization  of  the  Scout  decorations  position  of 
honor  resulted.  The  following  is  a listing  of  the  1948 
established  Scout  awards  and  their  honor  ranking  order: 


LEFT:  Post-War 
Native  Son-Daughter 
Medal. 


1.  Iron  Wolf  Order 

2.  Life  Saving  Cross 

3.  Order  of  Gratitude  for  Members 

4.  Order  of  Gratitude  for  Supporters 

5.  Order  of  the  Lily 

6.  Oreder  of  Merit  for  Members 
7. Order  of  Merit  for  Supporters 

8.  Native  Son-Daughter  Medal 

9.  Flag  Medal 

10.  Achievement  Medal 


(Continued  on  page  4...) 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 

PITTSTON,  PENNSYLVANIA  BANK  TRANSFER  NOTE  TO  LITHUANIA,  1921. 


Once  in  a while  we  seem  to  come  up  with 
something  very  unusual,  and  this  month's 
feature  is  one  of  those.  It  is  a bank  money 
transfer  between  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Pittston,  PA,  and  the  Lithuanian  Business 
and  Industry  Bank  in  Kaunas.  The  date  is 
1921,  and  Lithuania  was  still  on  the  German 
"OST-Mark"  or  "Auksinas"  currency  system. 

A translation  of  this  note  (courtesy 
of  Val  Matelis,  our  translator),  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

BANK  MONEY  TRANSFER.  No.  258082.  Pit- 
tston, Pa,  U.S.  Sept  24,  1921.  Addressee: 
Petras  Gvazdauskas,  Village:  Sviendusiai, 
District:  Nemaksciai.  Post  Office:  Nemaksciai. 
Region:  Raceinai.  Central:  Kaunas.  Sender: 
Antanas  Skripciunas.  His  address:  25  Mason 
St.,  Exeter,  PA.  Auksinai:  500  Five  Hund- 
red ($5.25). 

Transfers  sent  through  us  are  paid 
as  is  more  convenient  to  the  addressee: 
either  through  the  Lithuanian  Business  and 
INdustry  BAnk,  its  Center  at  Kaunas,  or  its 
branches  in  Vilnius,  Virbalys,  Mariampole je, 
Siauliai,  Raseiniai,  Panevezys,  Memel  (Min- 
or or  Prussian  Lithuania),  and  Liepojus 
(Latvia),  or  if  necessary,  by  post. 

You  may  save  money  are  our  bank  by 
depositing  one  dollar  ($1.). 

If  you  do  not  receive  your  funds  in 
ten  days  after  issuance  of  this  receipt,  then 
please  write  on  the  other  side  of  this  rec- 
eipt, the  surname  and  the  complete  address 
of  the  addressee  to  whom  the  money  is  due, 
and  forward  it  to  the  address  given  below, 
and  in  a short  time  you  will  receive  the 
funds. 

Address:  Lithuanian  Business  and  In- 
dustry Bank,  Kaunas,  Laisves  Ale ja  No.  66, 
Lithuania. 

We  sell  shipcards  to  and  from  Lith- 
uania. We  will  help  you  fill  out  the  papers 
necessary  for  the  journey  and  other  docu- 
ments. DUPLICATE.  First  National  Bank  of 
Pittston.  Yonelis,  U.S. A." 

Special  thanks  to  Larry  Lance  of 
Michigan  for  supplying  us  with  a copy  of 
this.  Many  Lithuanians  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania to  work  in  the  coal  mines,  and  there 
is  still  a large  Lithuanian  population  there. 

We  wonder  if  this  National  Bank  issued 
banknotes,  and  if  they  were  signed  by  a 
Lithuanian!  It  is  fascinating  to  see  an 
American  bank  issue  Lithuanian-language 
money  transfers.  Perhaps  one  of  our 
readers  could  research  this  bank  and  learn 
about  its  Lithuanian  connections. 
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The  Lithuanian  Scout  Life-Saving  Cross  became  the 
second  highest  award  of  the  organizationunder  its  19^8 
new  ranking  system.  The  decoration  is  conferred  in  two 
classes  being  distinguished  by  whether  there  was  danger 
to  the  recipient  involved  in  the  life  saving  act  or  not. 
The  badge  is  a white  enamel  pointed  end  cross  trimmed 
in  red  with  a circle  center  containing  the  Lithuanian 
double-barred  cross.  The  ribbon  for  the  Life  Saving 
Cross  is  rose  colored  with  a thick  white  stripe  at  each 
edge  for  the  award  without  danger.  This  is  the  rarest 
and  most  difficult  of  all  LSS  decorations  to  be  obtained 
by  both  the  Scout  and  collector. 


RIGHT:  Boy  and 
Girl  Scouts 
Achievement 
Medals. 


LEFT:  The 
Flag  Medal. 


The  Native  Son-Daughter  Medal  was  established  to 
honor  Scout  leaders  and  individual  boy  and  girl  Scouts 
for  their  intensive  work  within  the  organization.  The 
decoration  is  a silver  medal  modified  cross  with  gray 
enamel  center  which  contains  a red  enamel  square  with 
a silver  Columns  of  Gediminas  design.  The  ribbon  for  the 
Native  Son-Daughter  Medal  is  light  blue  with  two  thin 
white  stripes  at  each  end. 

The  Flag  Medal  is  awarded  to  boy  and  girl  Scouts 
who  have  performed  good  work  within  a Scout  unit.  The 
decoration  is  a silver  colored  escalloped  shaped  circle 
with  cut  out  center  which  forms  a flower  or  sand  dollar 
design.  In  the  center  of  the  cirle  is  a raised  enamel 
Lithuanian  National  Flag  in  yellow,  green,  and  red.  The 
decoration  utilizes  a yellow  ribbon  with  two  thin  green 
stripes  on  each  edge. 

The  Achievement  MFdal  is  the  basic  LSS  award  con- 
ferred on  boy  and  girl  Scouts  for  good  work.  The  deco- 
ration utilizes  four  gold  trimmed  green  enamel  diamonds 


which  connect  together  to  form  a cross.  The  decoration 
is  awarded  in  to  patterns  which  identifies  the  recipient 
by  its  center  insiginia  as  a boy  or  girl  Scout.  The  in- 
signia for  a boy  Scout  is  a gold  Scout  Fleu r-de-Ly s 
with  double-barred  cross  and  "BUDEK"  motto  ribbon.  The 
girl  Scout  insiginia  is  a gold  Oak  Leaf  with  similar 
cross  and  motto  ribbon.  The  decoration  ribbon  for  the 
Achievement  Medal  is  maroon  with  two  thin  yellow  stripes 
at  each  edge.  This  is  the  most  common  LSS  decoration 
awarded  and  encountered  by  the  collector. 


LITHUANIAN  SEA  SCOUT  DECORATIONS 

The  LSS  Sea  Scout  program  was  first  formed  in  1922 
as  part  of  the  overall  Lithuanian  Scouts  Association 
(LSS).  The  units  wore  their  own  navel  style  uniforms  and 
insignia  which  combined  the  traditional  Scout  Fleur-de- 
Lys  over  a naval  anchor.  In  1965  the  Lithuanian  Sea 
Scouts  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  separated  from  the 
LSS  in  order  to  devote  more  time  and  training  for  its 
members  in  the  naval  field.  During  its  period  of  separ- 
ation the  Lithuanian  Sea  Scouts  operated  largely  in  the 
Great  Lakes  area  under  the  leadership  of  Edmundas  Ven- 
gianskas.  In  1970,  the  Lithuanian  Sea  Scouts  rejoined 
its  parent  organization  and  presently  takes  an  active 
part  in  the  overall  LSS  movement. 

The  Lithuanian  Sea  Scouts  conver  three  honor  de- 
corations and  awarded  a Commemorative  35  year  Anniversary 
Medal.  The  Sea  Scouts'  established  honor  decorations 
are:  the  Inkaro  Ordinas  (Order  of  the  Anchor),  the  Gin- 
taro  Zymuo  (Amber  Medal),  and  the  Zuvedros  Zymuo  (Sea 
Gull  Medal).  Sea  Scout  leader  Stepas  Makarevicius  desig- 
ned the  decorations  which  were  manufactured  as  parts  and 
assembled  in  West  Germany  under  the  supervision  of  Leonas 
Knopfmileris.  Upon  the  return  of  the  Sea  Scouts  to  the 


LSS  their  established  decorations  were  retained  as 
substitutes  for  existing  LSS  decorations.  The  Order  of 
the  Anchor  is  an  equal  substitute  decoration  for  the 
Order  of  the  Lily,  the  Amber  Medal  for  the  Flag  Medal, 
and  the  Sea  Gull  Medal  for  the  Achievement  Medal. 

The  Order  of  the  Anchor  is  awarded  to  Scout  lea- 
ders and  supporters  for  prolonged  and  successful  work 
with  Lithuanian  Sea  Scout  units.  The  decoration  is  the 
only  Scout  breast  decoration  and  it  is  worn  on  the  right 
breast  pocket  on  dress  occasions.  It  features  the  Scout 
Fleur-de-Lys  with  a Vytis  shield  center  superimposed 
over  crossed  anchors  resting  upon  a sunburst  design.  The 
Fleur-de-Lys  and  sunburst  designs  are  separated  by  an 
inlayed  enamel  circle  in  green,  white,  and  red,  the  trad- 
itional colors  of  the  Klaipeda  Seaport  District.  For 
service  when  the  decoration  wear  would  not  be  appropriate 
a yellow  ribbon  bar  with  two  blue  stripes  is  used. 


The  Amber  Medal  is  awarded  to  boy  and  girl  Sea 
Scouts  and  their  supporters  for  achievement  in  sea 
scouting  or  support  of  the  organization.  The  decoration 
comes  in  three  patterns  utilizing  a circle  gold  finished 
medal  with  a distinctive  insignia  in  its  center  to  iden- 
tify the  recepient  as  a boy  Sea  Scout,  girl  Sea  Scout, 
or  Sea  Scout  supporter.  The  decorative  insignia  for  a boy 
Sea  Scout  is  the  traditional  Fleur-de-lys  over  an  an- 
chor; a girl  Sea  Scout  a blue  enamel  fish  standing  on 
its  tail;  and  a supporter  is  a naval  steering  wheel.  The 
edge  of  all  three  patterns  of  the  Amber  Medals  are 
surrounded  by  an  ocean  wave  design.  The  Amber  Medal  rib- 
bon is  black  with  a wide  orange  stripe  at  each  edge. 
With  the  Sea  Scout  return  to  the  Lithuanian  Scout  Asso- 
ciation the  supporter  medal  was  discontinued  infavor 
of  the  established  supporter  awards  of  the  parent  or- 
ganizaton. 

The  Sea  Gull  Medal  is  awarded  to  boy  and  girl 
Sea  Scouts  for  good  work  in  Sea  Scouting.  The  decoration 
is  a silver  colored  circle  medal  which  bears  a sailing 


ship  with  a sea  gull  flying  in  its  path  r 'jrrounbef  •> 
an  ocean  wave  design.  The  Sea  Gull  medal  ' worn  w:*1  a 
dark  blue  ribbon  with  two  wide  yellow  striper  at  each 
edge. 

In  1957,  to  commemorate  the  35th  annual  gathering 
of  the  Lithuanian  Sea  Scouts,  the  organization  issue';  a 
Lithuanian  Sea  Scouts  Commemorative  Medal.  The  decoration 
utilizes  a copper  circle  shaped  medal,  and  features  a 
sailing  ship  center  with  a cloud  and  Lithuanian  Vytis 
shield  above  the  sail  area.  Surrounding  the  vessel  s 
the  number  "35,"  and  the  inscription  "LSS  JURU  SKAUTU 
SASKRYDIS"  commemorating  the  35th  anniversary  of  L:thuan- 
ian  Sea  Scouting.  The  commemorative  dates  1922-1957 
appear  below  the  vessel.  The  reverse  of  the  commemorative 
medal  bears  the  traditional  Sea  Scout  salute  "GERO  VE JO" 
which  in  Lithuanian  means  "Good  Winds."  The  35th  Sea 
Scout  Commemorative  Medal  ribbon  consists  of  two  equal 
white  and  blue  colored  stripes. 


LEFT:  Boy  and  Girl 
Scouts’  Amber 
Medals. 


RIGHT:  Order 
of  the  Sea  Gull 
Medal. 


As  is  the  case  of  all  Lithuanian  government  deco- 
rations the  Sea  Scout  awards  are  confered  upon  the  rec- 
ipient accompanied  by  a presentation  certificate  and  are 
awarded  at  a formal  gathering  by  the  senior  Sea  Scout 
present. 

The  earning  of  Lithuanian  Scout  decorations  by 
members  or  assembling  a collection  by  numismatists  is 
a worthy  endeavor  as  the  organization  is  one  of  the  i ost 
important  institutions  engaged  in  the  preservation  of 
Lithuanian  culture  and  tradition  among  our  youth  in 
exile.  The  organization  like  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
(BSA)  is  financed  by  member  dues  and  donations  of  its 
supporters.  Those  desiring  to  assist  this  worthy  organi- 
zation can  make  tax  free  donations  to  the  Lithuanian 
Scout  Fund  (Lietuviskosios  Skautybes  Fondas),  17  Tyler 
Street,  Lexington,  Massachusetts,  02173.  Such  contrib- 
utions are  greatly  appreciated.  BUDEK! 

[Please  mention  The  Knight  and  the  LNA  when  making 
a donation]. 
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AUKSINIS/literally,  "goldy."  l)  An  unsuccessful  translation  of  the  Polish  "zloty,"  during  the  era  of  our  union 
with  Poland,  when  a Lithuanian  had  to  express  in  Lithuanian  the  "red  Zolty,"  a gold  ducat  or  a Polish  "zloty."  At  first 
auksinas  referred  to  the  collective  30  grasis  idea,  and  later,  a silver  coin  of  like  denomination.  2)  Occasionally,  the 
Lithuanian  PUSKAPIS/Half-chop,  was  so-called  auksinas:  an  elegant  silver  coin  of  30  grasiu,  struck  in  Vilnius  from  156A 
to  1565,  and  reminiscent  in  its  denomination  of  the  Polish  "zloty."  The  international  "guilden"  nad  a strong  influence 
upon  this  pronoun.  3)  The  Russian  15  kopeck  piece  (silver),  widely  so-called  in  Lithuania,  which  early  in  the  19th  cen- 
tury replaced  the  15  kopeck-1  zloty  piece  with  Russian  and  Polish  engravings  issued  in  Warsaw,  and  circulating  in  Lith- 
uanian territory.  A)  The  Lithuanianpronoun  designating  the  Ostmark,  a monetary  unit  of  value  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania 
in  temporary  use  and  circulated  publicly  throughout  the  state  by  edict  of  February  26,  1919,  alongside  the  Ostmark 
until  it  was  replaced  in  1922  by  the  permanent  monetary  unit  of  Lithuania,  the  litas. 

Gold  Coins  in  Lithuania.  1)  The  Polish 
zloty  (of  30  grosh),  2)  The  Russian-Polish 
15  kapeika  "zloty;"  3)  the  15  kopeck 
silver  coin  of  Czarist  Russia  (up  to  the 
first  World  War). 


AUKSINES  KAPOS/Gold  Kapas.  See  Kapa/Chop. 

AUKSINES  MONETOS/Gold  Coins,  a)  In  general,  all  coins  which  are  struck  in  pure  gold  or  of  various  mixtures  with 
other  metals,  b)  Gold  coins  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania  (about  23.5  carat  fineness)  begun  to  be  struck  in  the  reign 
of  Sigismund  August  in  Vilnius:  separate  ducats  appeared  in  15A7,  the  first  10  ducat  coin,  or  florin,  in  1562.  (See 
Lietuviskasis  portugalas/Lithuanian  portugaler).  The  ducat  weight  3.5  gr . , the  Portugaler,  35  gr.  Gold  coins  were  termed 
"red  monies,"  or  "reds"  by  the  Lithuanian  populace. 

AUKSO  ORDA/Golden  Horde.  An  East  European  state  in  the  13th  and  lAth  centuries,  of  Tatars,  originating  in  the 
middle  of  Asia.  The  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania  had  various  conflictds  with  it.  Coins  of  the  Golden  Horde  reached  Lithuania 
as  did  our  coins.  In  the  days  of  Vytautas,  Tatar  coins  were  counterstruck  in  Lithuania. 

AUREUS  (in  Latin,  aureus,  gold  coin),  an  ancient  Roman  coin,  gold,  which  began  its  long  journey  in  the  3rd  cen- 
tury B.C.  THere  were  aureus'  struck  in  various  weights:  6,  A,  3,2,  and  1 scruples  (one  scruple  weighs  about  1 .14  gr.).  In 

the  reign  of  Julius  Caesar  (middle  of  the  1st  century,  B.C.),  a standardized  aureus  was  very  plentiful,  weighing  1/40 

of  a Roman  pound  of  gold  (8.185  gr.),  and  equal  to  25  silver  denariai,  or  100  sestercia.  Afterwards,  the  aureus  began 

to  fluctuate.  It  began  to  grow  lighter  and  smaller  (for  example,  Dioclecian  struck  it  with  5.A6  gr.  of  gold,  and  later, 

with  A. 68  gr.)  until  the  Ath  century  early,  Constantine  changed  it  into  the  new  gold  solidus. 

AUTENTISKAS  NUMIZMATAS/Authentic  Numismatic  Item.  A coin,  banknote,  or  medal,  a genuine  item,  prepared  or  cir- 
culated by  proper,  legal  authority,  not  raising  any  doubt. 

AVOIRDUPOIS.  See  Svaras/Pound. 

BALBAO/Balboa.  The  Panamanian  monetary  unit,  of  100  centesimi,  a silver  coin. 


BALT ASIS  AUKSAS/Baltic  Gold.  See  Auksas/Gold. 
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BANDAS/ Assay  Fix  (A  test,  probe,  analysis,  in  Slavic,  proba.).  The  amount  of  precious  metals  relative  to  other 
metals  in  a mold.  A descriptive  symbol  or  formula  of  that  amount.  The  assay  fix  is  expressed  by  a fraction  whose  numer- 
ator expresses  the  portion  of  precious  metal  in  the  mold,  while  the  denominator  gives  the  total  amount  (for  example, 
0.875  or  875/1000  means  that  the  entire  1000  parts  in  the  mold,  0.875  or  875  parts  of  precious  metal).  In  Independent 
Lithuania,  the  basis  of  the  assay  fix  was  the  metric  system,  1,000.  In  old  Russia  and  its  occupied  areas  (prior  to  World 
War  I),  that  basis  was  "96."  With  the  Anglo-Saxons,  pure  gold  is  24  carats.  In  the  middle  ages,  the  basic  assay  of  silver 
was  "15  lutes,"  and  the  assay  fix  of  its  alloy  was  called  the  "lute  standard,"  and  it  was  designated  in  whole  numbers, 
e.g.  5,  8,  12,  14  etc.,  V,  VIII,  XII,  XIV. ..determined  by  the  number  of  1 6th  of  the  pure  metal  in  the  alloy.  It  if  is 
desired  to  convert  from  a metric  fraction  into  English  or  American  carats,  one  must  multiply  metric  components  by  24  (for 

instance,  0.750  x 24  is  18).  To  convert  a carat  formula  into  a metric  one,  the  former  must  be  divided  by  24. 


BANKNOTAS/Banknote.  A note  from  a bank,  specialized  loan  document,  a promise  to  pay  at  the  demand  of  its  holder, 
the  sum  indicated  thereon.  A legal  method  of  exchange  and  payment.  A legal  paper  symbol  of  money,  originally  covered 
by  precious  metals.  Today,  most  often  by  governmental  authority. The  banknote  developed  from  the  receipts  given  by 
goldsmiths  during  the  17th  century  in  England,  though  the  first  banknotes  appeared  in  1661  in  Sweden.  Today  banknotes 
are  issued  by  specially  authorized  banks.  The  first  counterfeiter  of  banknotes  is  generally  regarded  as  Richard  William 
Vaughan,  1758,  who  prepared  the  "well  made"  20  counterfeits  of  the  Bank  of  England.  For  that  "astounding  new  felony 
in  London,"  Vaughan  was  hanged.  See  Lito  Banknotai/Litas  Banknote,  popieriniai  pinigai/paper  money. 


LATv'IJAS 


HANKAS 


KIKIOS  OESlUTVs'tlTU 


®.  \:l\  “'i— 

gaftvrr  mlffawtvthScn^.^ati^S^nbft^^ance 

gfKt  ftnirber  &at  met)  ftoncnt  f((  at- 

tclTcr.ir,  t'ptf)  utan  tii(hitit>  at  transportcni  filet  fto$anW4 
frntie  ti<  niigon  annan.  iSrwtyolm  t>ro  oc 

Anno  i*i  t 


Early  Swedish  banknote  (1711).  Latvian, 
Estonian,  and  Republic  of  Lithuania 
banknote  examples. 


BARATINKA  (Boratine,  sometimes  "berlinka,"  in  Polish  boratynka).  A copper  schilling,  at  a compulsory  rate  of  1/3 
of  a grasis  (equal  to  silver!)  struck  in  the  reign  of  Polish  King  and  Lithuanian  Grand  Duke  John  Casimir  for  both  united 
countries.  That  schilling,  styled  by  the  public  and  named  "baratinka"  for  its  originator  and  "supplier"  Titus  Livius 
Boratini,  was  struck  during  the  period  1660  to  1666  in  several  mints:  Ujazdave,  Cracow,  Olivoy,  Brasta,  and  Kaunas. 
Statistically,  such  coins  were  issued:  in  Lithuania,  about  540  million,  and  even  more  in  Poland.  The  baratinkas  in  both 
states  were  entirely  similar,  excepting  that  the  inscriptions  and  arms  distinguished  one  from  the  other.  On  the  largest 
majority  of  these  coppers  Boratini  inscribed  all  three  of  his  initials  "TLB,"  andon  some  we  even  find  initials  of  other 
minters  (in  Kaunas— "GFH"  and  "TZH,"  the  Horn  brothers  brought  in  from  Prussia).  Along  with  legal  baratinkas,  very 
soon  their  counterfeits  appeared  in  circulation,  produced  not  only  locally,  but  massively  fashioned  in  known  mints  in 
Prussia,  Hungary,  Valakia,  and  in  Riga's  Swedish  occupied  mints.  Driving  all  better  coins  out  of  circulation,  while 
they  themselves  were  cheapened  catastrophically,  John  Casimir's  copper  shillings— baratinkas,  and  all  their  counterfeits 
caused  inexpressible  damage  to  the  economy  of  Lithuanian  and  Poland.  • 
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Baratinkas  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania. 

1)  Minted  in  Ujazdave,  2)  minted  in  Kaunas, 
and  3)  in  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  ("boratynka"). 
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s.  LOCAL  RATION  COUPONS  ISSUED 
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Gordon:  Yes,  exactly,  and  1 
talked  to  people  who  know  the 
economic  situation  in  Russia 
pretty  well  and  they  say  it  will 
not  get  better,  but  that  it  will  get 
worse. 

BNR:  What  about  the  people? 

1 imagine  they  don’t  like  these 
coupons. 

Gordon:  Nobody  likes  the  situ- 
ation. The  situation  is  terrible, 
just  terrible.  Nobody  believes 
Gorbachev  any  more. 

BNR:  You  smuggled  them 
out.  What  would  have  happened 
if  they  had  been  found  on  you? 

Gordon:  There  is  no  question, 
they  would  have  been  confi- 
scated. I don’t  think  they  would 
have  put  me  in  jail  for  it,  but  for 
sure,  they  would  have  confi- 
scated them. 

BNR:  Is  that  because  they 
don’t  want  the  world  to  know 
they  need  them  or  have  them? 

Gordon:  Sure,  sure.  Nobody 
wants  to  show  the  situation. 

BNR:  How  many  coupons  did 
you  actually  bring  back? 

Gordon:  Small  quantities, 
maybe  10-15  of  each. 

BNR:  And  they  aren’t  in  spe- 
cific denominations? 

Gordon:  I have  coupons  for  a 
.bar  of  soap  or  kilo  of  sugar, 
that’s  how  they  are  different. 
They  also  have  an  expiration 
date.  For  example,  the  sugar 
coupons  are  for  August  1989. 

BNR:  But  the  difference 
between  a soap  and  a sugar  cou- 
pon is  the  wording,  not  the 
design. 

Gordon:  Yes,  the  design  is 
actually  the  same.  The  sugar 
coupons  come  two  on  one  sheet 
of  paper. 

BNR:  So  an  outsider  couldn’t 
really  tell  what  they  were  for. 

Gordon:  Yes,  they  are  in  Rus- 
sian and  Latvian. 

BNR:  Do  you  think  the 
expiration  date  is  to  prevent 
hoarding? 

Gordon:  Yes,  they  are  proba- 
bly issued  for  each  month,  which 
prevents  people  from  buying  on 
the  black  market  and  using  a 
later  date. 

BNR:  Do  you  have  any  knowl- 
edge that  a black  market  has 
been  created  in  these  coupons? 

Gordon:  Black  markets  exist 
everywhere  in  the  world  and 
there  is  one  for  these  things.  It 
is  interesting  because  people 
from  other  areas  of  Russia  come 
to  Latvia  to  buy  goods.  The  Lat- 
vian parliament  issued  a new 
law  for  picture  ID's  so  in  order 
to  buy  in  a store  in  Latvia  you 
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need  to  produce  a picture  ID. 

The  situation  in  the  rest  of 
Russia  is  much  worse  than  in 
Latvia  and  people  were  coming 
to  Latvia  to  buy  all  they  could 
and  then  smuggling.  Now  they 
cannot  do  that  because  they 
need  a picture  ID  showing  they 
actually  live  in  Latvia. 

BNR:  That  is  quite  a situa- 
tion, needing  a picture  ID,  a 
coupon  and  the  money. 

Gordon:  Russia  is  falling  apart 
economically. 

BNR:  I get  the  feeling  from 
you  that  we  in  America  don’t  get 
a true  sense  of  the  depth  of  the 
trouble  simply  by  watching  the 
news. 

Gordon:  Oh,  no!  Americans 
have  no  idea  what  is  going  on 
there.  First  of  all,  Americans  are 
very  naive,  they  believe  Gorba- 
chev. They  believe  whatever  he 
says.  I feel  Russia  is  falling 
apart,  economically,  morally 
and  politically. 

BNR:  It  is  probably  because 
we  want  to  believe  he’ll  be  suc- 
cessful. 

Gordon:  People  try  to  believe 
him,  but  I don’t  and  nobody  in 
Russia  believes  him,  either. 

BNR:  What’s  the  likely  out- 
come? 

Gordon:  A lot  of  people  in 
Russia  feel  that  everything  will 
end  up  in  a bloody  mess, 
because  the  situation  in  all 
republics  is  very,  very  bad.  The 
republics  want  independence 
and  he  can’t  allow  that.  He  can’t 
allow  separation  from  Russia 
and  people  really  have  a feeling 
everything  will  end  up  in  a civil 
war. 

BNR:  So  the  ethnic  mix  is 
coming  unglued. 

Gordon:  The  ethnic  violence 
will  kili  Gorbachev.  It’s  a terri- 
ble situation,  just  terrible. 

BNR:  And  you  don’t  see  any 
way  to  pull  it  together? 

Gordon:  It’s  too  late  now.  Peo- 
ple have  too  much  freedom  to 
talk  and  when  they  talk  they 
start  to  think  too.  In  my  opinion, 
it’s  already  too  late.  Everybody 
can  see  what’s  happening  in 
Poland.  Hungary  and  even  the 
German  Democratic  Republic. 

BNR:  Do  you  think  there  are, 
or  are  likely  to  be  similar  cou- 
pons in  other  Eastern  Bloc 
nations? 

BNR:  As  far  as  I know,  the 
economic  situation  in  Poland  is 
just  terrible.  If  they  don’t  have 
those  coupons,  they  will  soon. 
Inflation  there  is  very  high,  so 


the  money  is  losing  any  value.  In 
Russia,  the  ruble  is  worth  noth- 
ing. 

BNR:  With  dollrs  you  must 
have  made  out  just  fine. 

Gordon:  I felt  like  a rich  man 
there. 

BNR:  What  was  the  black 
market  exchange  rate? 

, Gordon:  For  each  dollar  I got 
10  rubles  and  in  the  normal 
exchange  rate,  the  ruble  is  higher 
than  the  dollar  and  when  I came 
back  I now  understand  one  dol- 
lar brings  1 5 rubles. 

BNR:  These  coupons  aren’t 
elaborate.  Are  they  subject  to 
counterfeiting? 

Gordon:  I don’t  think  so.  They 
are  numbered  and  you  would 
need  a good  printing  press,  so  I 
don’t  think  people  would  do 
that. 

BNR:  It  sounds  like  you  had 
an  interesting  time  with  these 
coupons. 

Gordon:  Tes,  I think  they 
show  what  is  really  going  on  in 
Russia.  Nothing  good  can  come 
out  of  this. 

BNR:  A classic  case  where  the 
paper  of  a country  is  really 
reflecting  what  is  happening 
there. 

Gordon:  Exactly,  exactly.  In 
Russia,  the  stores  are  almost 
empty.  It’s  impossible  to  buy 
anthing  there  without  paying 


under  the  table.  I was  prepared 
for  it  and  had  a wonderful  time. 

BNR:  You  must  be  a little  sad 
to  see  your  friends  living  under 
those  conditions. 

Gordon:  Everybody  is  leaving 
anyway.  I’m  very  glad  I went 
there.  In  a year  or  two  I won’t 
have  anybody  left  there.  People 
are  running  from  there  like  rats 
from  a sinking  ship,  but  at  the 
same  time  I had  a beautiful 
vacation.  I saw  my  friends,  saw 
my  relatives,  places  where  I grew 
up.  I’m  very  happy  I went.  It’s 
just  that  things  are  terrible  in  an 
economic  sense.  Everything  is  a 
problem.  I didn’t  feel  it  because 
I had  full  pockets  of  rubles  hav- 
ing traded  1 to  10.  I ate  only  in 
expensive  restaurants  where 
Russian  workers  can  only  hope 
to  go.  All  doors  were  open  to  me, 
I was  a millionaire  for  three 
weeks. 

Estonia  plans  notes 

It  has  been  reported  the  Cable 
News  Network  in  the  United 
States  that  Estonia  plans  to  issue 
its  own  paper  money.  Such  an 
issue  is  viewed  as  another  step 
toward  economic  independence. 

If  and  when  further  details  are 
received  and  confirmed,  they 
will  be  published. 


